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Understanding SA’s tax system
Who pays the bill?

Revenue rundown: SA’s tax mix A snapshot of PIT /.
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A historical look at taxing consumption

History of general sales tax (GST) and
value-added tax (VAT) in SA (%)
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VAT replaced GST on

30 September 1991 to simplify
administration and broaden
the tax base
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, A snapshot of CIT ¢
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1.2 million companies expected to
submit returns

Only 549 companies with a taxable income
>R200 million were liable for nearly two-thirds
of the CIT assessed

B Personal income tax (PIT)

B Company income tax (CIT)

27.1 million
individuals on the 6.6 million
tax register in assessed
March 2024 taxpayers
. 48.2% of the
7.6 million assessed taxpayers
individuals

were female in 2023
(16.8% for those
earning >R5 million)

expected to
submit returns

PIT collected by province in 2023 (%)
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Assessed individual taxpayers by age group (%)
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SA’s PIT squeeze 4
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Economics at a glance | February 2025

, Vat-free zone 7 , The richer slice 7 :

e Zero-rated goods and services in SA:
Exports, 21 food items (see below), illuminating paraffin,
petrol and diesel, international transport services,

VAT paid per expenditure decile, FY2022/23 %
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The citizens’ cut: South Africans perceptions around tax
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Perceived corruption among public

institutions and leaders (%), 2021 Access to tax information (%)
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Police © 90 o :

Office of the Presidency 38 36

MPs ' 60 - |

Local government councillors 28
Civil servants 30 A

Judges and magistrates 20 1

Tax officials : 18

Religious leaders To find out what taxes you  To find out how government

TRl Er s . are supposed to pay uses tax revenues

B Difficult/very difficult ® Don't know = Easy/very easy

It is fair for the rich to pay higher taxes Government uses tax revenues for  Government should ensure that the

than ordinary people citizens' well-being informal sector pays taxes E
64 53 ‘ 39 |
Agree/Strongly . Don’t agree . Disagree/strongly :

Source: Tax Chronology of South Africa: 1979-2024, SA Revenue Service Tax Statistics 2024, Afrobarometer March :
2023, National Treasury and Momentum Investments :



